
Trader 

 

Getting excited about pricing and trading financial products in a dynamic, fast changing environment? As 

a Trader at Optiver you will not only trade, but you will also develop an excellent understanding of risks, 

position management and market trends. If you can complement this with an academic degree, a 

passion for financial markets and excellent numerical skills, you might be the Trader we are looking for. 

Who we are 

We are Optiver, an international trading company, headquartered in Amsterdam. With more than 700 

colleagues across four continents we constantly offer fair and highly competitive prices for the buying 

and selling of stocks, bonds, options, futures, ETF’s et cetera. It is called ‘market making’. We build 

markets and provide liquidity to international exchanges in Europe, the US and Asia Pacific. 

We make financial markets fair, open and reliable. We do not only trade when we feel like it. Not only 

when our outlook is bright, but 24 hours a day. Whichever way the markets go, we are there, always at 

our own risk, using our own capital. ‘Value the difference’ sums it up perfectly. It explains in a nutshell 

what we do every day. It also invites you to explore how we do our job differently. 

We have valued that difference since 1986; the year we started on the Amsterdam based European 

Options Exchange with a single floor trader. Today we are one of the most dynamic, innovative and 

successful companies in The Netherlands and beyond. 

What you'll do 

At Optiver we don’t hire trading clerks; we hire traders. 

As our new Trader you will be working in a highly competitive and fast changing environment. You need 

to be able to continuously price and trade financial products while managing a complex portfolio of 

financial instruments. This means you will also develop a strong understanding of risk- and position 

management. We value traders who take initiative in improving pricing models and show innovation 

with new trading strategies in order to seize any opportunity that should arise in the market. Finally, you 

need to be dedicated to constantly improve your market knowledge and develop your personal skills. 

 

So in short, as Trader you will: 

 price and trade financial products;  

 maintain a complex portfolio of financial instruments; 

 manage positions in derivatives and equities;  

 continuously analyse the risk of your position;  

 take initiative to improve trading methods and models;  

 be keen to enhance your market knowledge and personal skills.  

After a two-month intensive training program involving classroom work, trading desk simulation 

exercises and live market trading— with real money—you will start trading at your own desk. We 

believe hands-on experience is the best way to learn and that is exactly what we provide. 



What you’ll need  

 an academic degree in Computer Science, Engineering, Mathematics, Physics, Econometrics, 

Finance or equivalent;  

 excellent numerical and analytical skills;  

 a strong affinity for financial markets and a flair for numbers;  

 a pro-active, accurate mind and a problem solving nature;  

 fast decision making skills under pressure;   

 competitive attitude and eagerness to constantly improve yourself;  

 the ability to cope with rapidly increasing responsibilities;  

 computer programming skills are not required but definitely a plus.  

What you’ll get 

Optiver is above all a state of mind. We are looking for you when you believe in daily improvement, 

when you like to be seriously rewarded for your performance and when you easily adapt to change and 

enjoy some humour and fun.  

To be concrete, we offer you an excellent remuneration. But we also offer you great secondary benefits 

such as fully paid first-class commuting expenses, attractive profit sharing structure, relocation 

packages, training opportunities, discounts on health insurance, breakfast and lunch facilities, sports and 

leisure activities, Friday afternoon drinks and even weekly in-house chair massages. 

 

Interested? 

We are 350 highly educated professionals from over 30 different countries that work at Optiver in 

Amsterdam. We aim to be unrivalled in our industry, by being talented, creative and result driven. And it 

doesn’t matter how we dress or what we believe in, as long as we exceed our and each others 

expectations.  

If you are ready to apply, and we hope you are, apply directly via the button below for the position of 

Trader. Please provide us with a CV and letter of motivation in English. Applications without a letter of 

motivation will not be reviewed. When we think the ‘magic’ is there, you will hear from us sooner than 

you expect. If you have any questions feel free to contact Kim Ruijer on +31 (0) 20 708 70 00 or 

recruitment@optiver.com. 

 

N.B. Once you have applied for the Trader position and got selected, you will be required to take 3 

numerical tests to measure your mathematical and analytical skills. 

Acquisition further to this advertisement is not appreciated  

 

 

 


